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A BRIEF 


EXAMINATION, &. 


ly, it is neceſſary to conſider the Act 
propoſed in two Lights; as a Benefit 
jointly to Papiſts and Proteſtants, or to Proteſ- 
rants only; that it is for the Benefit of Papiſts, 
at leaſt in common with Proteſtants, every rea- 
ſonable Being would inſtantly determine, if its 
Advocates had not ſometimes pretended the 


T O diſcuſs this Queſtion fully and clear- 


i * 


contrary, and aſſerted that it would rather co- 


operate with, than counteract any Law now 
in Force for preventing the Growth of Popery, 
and leſſening the Power of Papiſts to injure the 
State; yet at other Times they ſay that thoſe 
who oppoſe the Bill are guilty of Perſecution, 
and that the Papiſts, contributing to the 


Strength and Riches of the State by their Num- 


A2 bers, 
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bers, ſhould no 1 be excluded, in ſo great 
a Degree as at preſent, from Benefits enjoyed by 
other Members of the ſame Community. 


In the firſt place then, conſidering the Act as 
a Benefit to Papiſts, it is neceffary to ſtate the 
Right of the Community to with-hold it, and 
to juſtify the Rejetion of this Bill, if it ſhould 
appear. that for 'palitical Reaſohs it ought to be 
rejected, as well as the Laws now in Force a- 
ory Nr. from the * of Perſecution. 


To ans © is to Dh " Gpiojens mere- 


| y ſpeculative, er relative wholly to the Indivi- 
dual, and intirely without Influence on his Con- 


duet to others; ſuch Opinions are common both 
to Proteſtants and Papiſts, as the Neceſſity of 
ſupernatural Grace, and the Interceſſion of 
Saints; the Doctrine of the Trinity and Tran- 
| ſubſtantiation. 


Puniſhment may be either negative or poſi- 
4ive, it is negative when it intercepts ſome 
Good, poſitive when it inflicts ſome Evil. Both 
theke Puniſhments may be inflicted on Perſans 
Holding Opinions dangerous to the Community 
and ſubverſive of the Government, without in- 


how wo the Charge of Perſecution. : 8 
It 
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It is true indeed, that Opinion is involuntary, 


-and that it ſeems ſevere and even abſurd to pu- 


niſh Men for what they cannot help; yet a Mo- 
ment's Conſideration will ſhew that it is not on- 
ly expedient but juſt : Among other horrid Fol- 


lies, that have been ſanctified by the Name of 
Religion, Men have thought it their Duty to 
offer human Sacrifices, and that the Merit was 
enhanced if the Victims were their Children; 
Suppoſing any Sect to ſubſiſt among us who 
believed it their Duty to kidnap and ſacrifice all 
the Infants under four Years old that they could 
lay their Hands upon; can any Man in his Senſes 
ſuppoſe that the Government ought to wait till 
this Opinion is carried gradually into Executi- 
on, and puniſh the Sect only for the Murders 


they ſhall actually commit! Would not the 
Government itſelf be anſwerable for theſe Mur- 5 


ders, if they did not baniſh for ever upon Pain 


of Death, all who entertained the Opinions that 


produced them ? And would not he who ſhould 
complain of ſuch Meaſures as Perſecution, be 
derided by every wiſe Man, and deteſted by 
every good Man in the World? Vet this Opi- 
nion would be involuntary in thoſe who held it, 
and they might in foro Conſcientia, be very 
* 85 | good 
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6565 
good Men, doing Nothing but what they ſin- 
cerely believed to be their Duty, and what they 
could not omit without incurring the Remorſe 
and Self- accuſation of a violated, though erro- 
neous Conſcience. Nobody can doubt but that 
many Gentlemen, who ſuffered in the laſt Re- 
bellion, acted upon Principle, and even gave 
Proof of their Virtue when they were attempt · 
ing to ſubvert the State; yet nobody doubts 
that they were bad Subjects, though good 
Men; and, that though they contracted no 
Guilt in the Sight of God, yet that they were 
Traytors to their Prince, and that they ſuffered 
juſtly by all Laws of all States upon Earth. 


Thus the Fallacy is demonſtrated, both by 
Reaſon and Facts, of the Notion that all In- 
fliction of even poſitive Puniſtiment for Opini- 
on, or for Actions, in Conſequence of Opinion, 
which therefore cannot incur perſonal Guilt, 
is Perſecution, and contrary to ſound Juriſ- 
prudence, 


With Reſpect to negative Puniſhment, the 
Caſe is much more ſimple and evident. Our 

' Anceſtors, the Druids, had a profound Reverence 
for the Miſleto of the Oak, and conceived ſome 
very 


E 

very myſterious Notions about it. Suppoſe any 
Sect was to ſtart up among us, who declared it 
to be their Opinion, that whenever they could 
ſeize anpoaken Plant, it became not only lawful, 
but their Duty, to knock down the next Man 
they met of a contrary Perſuaſion ; Would not 
the State be juſtified in prohibiting them from 
having any ſuch Inſtruments in their Poſ- 
ſeſſion, under the ſevereſt Penalties, notwith- 
ſtanding any particular Inconvenience, however 
great, the Want of it might be to them. 


If the State therefore is juſtified in puniſhing 
thoſe who hold Opinions contrary to its Safety 
and Well-being, nothing more is neceſlary to 
prove that we may at leaſt withold ſome national 
Advantages from Papiſts, without incurring the 
Charge of Perſecution, than to ſhew that Popery 
neceſſarily includes Notions contrary to the Safety 


and Well-being of a Proteſtant State, under a 


Prince who owes his Succeſſion to the Abdication 
and Excluſion of a Popiſh King. 


11 is in the firſt Place, too notorious to be de- 
med, that the Papiſts of Ireland are taught by 
their Prieſts, from their earlieſt Infancy, that 
they can never enjoy the free Exerciſe of their 

Re- 
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Religion, and be admitted to all the Kerr 


ges of other Subjects, until the Reins of Go- 
vernment are in Popiſh Hands. As they conſider 
their Reſtraint in Religion, and their Excluſion 
from national Advantages, to be not only their 
own Cauſe, but the Cauſe of God, they natural- 
ly infer, and indeed are expreſsly taught, that 
it is their Duty, as well as Intereſt, to ſubvert 
the Government by which this Reſtraint and Ex- 
cluſion muſt, in the Nature of Things, be con- 
tinued. Indeed, as it is every Man's higheſt 
Intereſt to do his Duty, Intereſt and Duty can- 
not properly be ſeparated as Motives acting dif- 
ferent Ways; and much can never be hoped from 
him who can be a good Subject only by becoming 
in his own Opinion a bad Man, and by ſacrificing 
a higher to a ſubordinate Intereft, the Hope of 
| n iu to a temporary Advantage. 


- vH halt alſo be e that this Ricaloning 
is ſupported by Facts, by the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
reiterated Facts, univerſal Experience; no Pa- 
piſt was ever yet known to continue a Papiſt, 
and be at the ſame Time a loyal Subject, what- 
ever temporal Ad vantage might tempt him ſo to 
be; no Papiſt has ever yet been known to take 
the Oaths of Abjuration and Allegiance, which 


is 


( & YL 
is the ſtrongeſt Evidence of the Miſtake of thoſe \ 
wao pretend they. are willing to take them; 
and many Engliſh Papiſts . who had Grants of 
Land in this Kingdom, which they knew they 
would forfeit by any Act of Rebellion, and 
which were therefore Pledges in the Hands of 
Government, for their N egative Loyalty at leaſt, 
did notwithſtanding join in the two late great 
Rebellions of this Kingdom, and did actually; 
forfeit ſuch Land. 


It in true n ſiivicial Steps have been taken 
by ſome of the Popiſh Clergy, which might lead 
us to believe that they were well affected to our 
Proteſtant Government; ; but whether they were 
fincere or not, it is now known that in the very 
Profe Non they went too far, and received a ſe- 
vere Reprimand from their Superiors, of which 
the en is e as an x Thitance * : 


When the elite Wretches: called Whites 
Boys, made fo much Diſturbance in the Southern 
Parts of this Kingdom, ſeven of the Popiſh Bi- 
ſhops ſigned a Paper, and ſent it to the Lord 
Lieutenant; in which they ſet forth, that his 
Majeſty ſhould be prayed for in all the Chapels 


of their Dioceſſes, and ſubſcribed themſelves 
B loyal 
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loyal Subjects: But the Pope's Legate, or ti- 
tular Primate, ſuch being always reſident in this 
Kingdom, coming to the Knowledge of what 
they had done, put them under Eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſure; in Conſequence of which, they applied 
to the Lord Lieutenant, intreating to have their 
Paper returned, which he refuſed. Can there 
be a ſtronger Proof that a Papiſt, conſiſtent with 
his Principles, and the Duties, and Difcipline 
of his Religion, cannot, in Ireland, be a loyal 
Subject, or take Oaths of Allegiance to the Pro- 
teſtant Prince under whoſe Government he 
lives? 
. 
If a Papift, as ſuch, cannot but be diſpoſed 
from Duty, and his higheſt Intereſt, to ſubvert 
the Government; it follows that he ſhould be 
truſted with no Power that, will enable him to 
put this Diſpoſition into Practice; and that Laws 
for with-holding from him ſuch Power cannot 
come under the Denomination of Perſecution. 


It remains now to be ſhewn, that the Bill in 
| Queſtion will give him back ſome Degree of ſuch 
Power, which our wiſe and virtuous Forefathers 
thought it neceſſary to with-hold. 


In 


Cay 


In Conſequence of this Bill paſſed into a Law, 
the following Facts will happen, and the follow- 
ing Conſequences will inevitably enſue. 


. ' 1ſt. More Money will be lent by Papiſts to 

' Proteſtants ; the influence of the Creditor over 

dhe Debtor is not leſs forcibly felt, than general- 

ly acknowledged. Addiſon has obſerved that the 

moment a Man becomes a Debtor he becomes a 

Slave ; this Bill is a Project to encreaſe the Num- 

ber of Proteſtant Debtors to Popiſh Creditors, 

at leaſt it is a Project which profeſſedly tends to 

this Effect, for with what View can a Law be 

made to give the Papiſt Security for Money lent, 

(#5 but that the Papiſt ſhould lend his Money ? this 

being the Caſe, an irrefragable Argument againſt 
the Bill may be formed by the following three 

Propoitions. 


1 The Bill is a Project which tends to make 
| Proteſtants Debtors to Papiſts ; 


But every Debtor is a Slave to his Creditor. 


„ The 


in 


The Bill therefore is a Project which tends to 
make Proteſtants Slaves to Papiſts. By Debtor, 
however, in this Senſe, is not meant every Man that 
owes Money, but every Man only who owes Mo- 
ney that he cannot conveniently pay, and theſe 
are the Men which by this Act will be made in 
the ſlaviſh Senſe of the Word Debtors to Papiſts, 
as appears by the very Bill itſelf; for every Man 
who mortgages his Land becomes a Debtor upon 
very different Terms, and with very different 
Views from the Merchant who takes up Goods 
upon Credit to whatever Amount, or draws upon 
his Correſpondent to whom he gives mutual Cre- 
dit in his Turn. The very Remedy given the 
Papiſts by the Bill » ſhews that the Debt is ſo cir- 
| cumſtanced as to make a Remedy neceſlary. 
This fatal Influence will appear ſtill ſtronger and 
and plainer upon deſcending to Particulars. © 


Can it be ſuppoſed, that a Juſtice: of. Peace 
will exert himſelf in the Execution of his Office 
againſt Papiſts and Popiſh Recuſants, if he is in- 
debted to a Papiſt Creditor, who will have it 
in his Power to cry out in Terrorem, my 
Bond! give me my Bond 4 will not the 
Influence of the Papiſt Creditor be exer- 

ted 


nn | 
ted in Proportion as the Execution of the Of- 
fice to be reſtrained, is important? and will not 
the Debtor therefore be inactive in Proportion as 
his Activity 1s neceſſary for the publick Safety? 
If the Debtor has heroic ' Virtue enough to incur 
the Creditor's utmoſt Reſentment by diſcharging 
his Duty, this will not ſecure his Country fram 
ſharing in his Misfortune, for the Papiſt Credi- 
tor may extend that very part of his Debtor's 
Eftate, ' where he was exerciſing his Authority, 
which muſt neceſſarily abridge his Influence, or 
he may lock up the Magiſtrate in a Priſon, and a 
total End will then be put to his Activity of 
Courſe. | 


The Caſe that is here ſuppoſed, has actually 
happened in a well known Inſtance ; for 7uſtin 
Mac-Carty, meerly by the Number of Proteſ- 
tants that were his Debtors, kept all Perſons af 
that Religion in Awe, throughout the whole 
County where he lived, and effectually prevented 
them by mere intimidation from putting any of 
the * Laws in Execution for ſome Years. 


2dly, By this Bill if Pe into a Law, Popiſh 
Creditors will come into the actual Poſſeſſion of 
Lands and Tenements, as Tenants by Elegit; 
whether 


( 14) 

whether they will be able under Colour of this 

Act colluſively to get a larger Poſſeſſion, or more 

durable Property, it is not neceſſary to inquire ; 
as Tenants by Zlegit, ſuppoſing them to hold 

only half the eſtate of the Conuſor, their Power 

| and Influence will be encreaſed to a dangerous de- 

= gree as it has been proved, that their Power and 
| Influence will always be uſed againſt us. 1 


Not one ſingle Foot of Land of which a Pa- 
piſt ſhould obtain Poſſeſſion in Conſequence of 
this Act, as Tenant by Elegit would have a Pro- 
teſtant Tenant upon it. This Aſſertion, bold as 


it is, will not be thought ill founded by thoſe who 
know that there is not one Papiſt who has a land- 


ded Intereſt in the Kingdom, that has ſo much = 
as a ſingle Proteſtant Tenant upon his Eſtate. 
The ſame Motives ſtill operating and all external 
Circumſtances being the ſame, the ſame Effects 
muſt be produced. It may be ſaid perhaps, that 
the Tenant by Elegit will find Proteſtants alrea- 
dy upon the Premiſſes, who have long Leaſes and 
who therefore muſt continue in Poſſeſſion ; but 
thoſe Perfons know very little of the Power a 
Landlord has over his Tenants, or the Effects 
which a skilful Management of that Power will 
produce, who imagine that it will be difficult for 
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him to make the Tenant chuſe to ſell or ba 
throw up his Leaſe, as much the leaſt of two 
Evils. Popiſh Neighbours under. the Protection 
of a Popiſh Landlord, have many ways of mak- 
ing the Situation of a Proteſtant among them 
too troubleſome to be endured. 


In this Inſtance alſo, the Argument 1s ſuppor- 
ted by Facts; for it is notorious, that Proteſtants 
in Popiſh Neighbourhoods have concurred. in 
their Meaſures though contrary to their general 


Intereſt, becauſe they did not dare to do other- 
Wiſe. | 


In Conſequence of a great Quantity of Land 
being tenanted by Papiſts, which is now tenant- 
ed by Proteſtants, the Proteſtants will be turned 
a Drift, or perhaps profeſs themſelves Papiſts, or 
marry Popiſh Wives, and the lower Claſs of Pa- 
piſts will gain Settlements, will marry and in- 
creaſe ; ſo that this particular alone would throw 
a Weight into the Scale of Popery, which would 
be very formidable in itſelf, but the Influence of 
which is doubled by its. being taken out of the 
Scale at the other End of the Beam. 


But 
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But not wholly to reſt in general Terms, let the 
Degree of Influence to be gained by Papiſts in 
conſequence of their lending Money to Proteſ- 
tants, and becoming Tenants by Elegit of half 

their Eſtates be particularly conſidered. It is ſaid 
by ſome of the Advocates for the Bill in Queſtion, 
that One fifth, and by others, that One third of all 
the Specie in the Kingdom is in the Hands of 
Papiſts, and that the Bill is neceſſary to enable 
them to diſpoſe of it, which at preſent they 
have no Means of doing, by lending it to Pro- 
teſtants : Proteſtants therefore will become 


Debtors to Papiſts in a Sum equal to one fifth, 
or as ſome ſay to one third of the Specie i in the 


Kingdom, and they may at length come into 
Poſſeſſion as Tenants by Elegit of Lands, now 
poſſeſſed by Proteſtants, to nearly that Value. 


It is granted that the Conuſor (the Debtor) 
may redeem, but it is alſo well known, that the 
Agreement between the Debtor and Creditor, 
may be ſo managed, as that neither the Debtor 
nor his Heir can redeem without ſuch Loſs as 
will make the Redemption a moral, though not 
a phyſical Impoſſibility, ſo that the Land held 
by. the Papiſt as Tenant by Elegit will be a Per- 
petuity out of the Influence of the Popery Laws, 

though 


* 
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though not having all the Advantages of a real 
Eſtate. | 


It is alſo granted, that the Tenant by Elegit 


can neither ſell nor mortgage the Lands he 


ſo holds, but only transfer the Security: But it 


is manifeſt that a Transfer pf the Security 


will anſwer the lame Purpoſes, with this Diffe- 
rence only, that ät will ſtill enſure the, Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Land to _Papiſts, for a Paget 


tant who. can hold by a more eligible Tenure 
will not hold under this, but a Fapiſt will 


always gladly hold under this, becauſe he.can 


hold under no other. It has been ſaid, that 
the tenant by Elegit, cannot make Leaſes for 
a Time .certain, becauſe they muſt determine 


with his Intereſt; but as it has been ſhewn 


that his Intereſt will be perpetual by the In- 
ability of the Debtor or his Repreſenta- 


tives to redeem, without ſuch Loſs as no 
Man will voluntarily ſuffer, the Leaſe will 
eventually be permanent. The Difference, 


if any, between a Leaſe of ſuch Land and 
a Leaſe of other Land, will ſtill concur 
with the Rules, Fractice, and Prinejples of 


the Papiſts, to confine their, Lands to. Popiſh- 


Tenants ; and lex. it here. be repeated, there, is 
3 8 ſearce 
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ſcarce a ſingle Inſtance of a Papiſt, having 
let a Leaſe to a Proteſtant, hired a Prote- 
ſtant Servant, or even employed a Pro- 
teſtant Tradeſman, when a Papiſt one could be 


got. 


As a farther Proof of the Advantage and 


Power Papiſts would derive from this Bill, it 


muſt be conſidered, that Lands held as Te- 


nant by Elegit, are not liable to any Popery 


Laws that affect the real Eſtates of Pa- 
piſts; they are not liable to the Gavel Act, 


nor will Proteſtant Children be intitled to a 
Maintenance out of them. 


Since theſe are the certain Conſequences of 
"what is on all Hands acknowledged, the Bill in 


Queſtion will Effect; and what it is framed ex- 
preſly to Effect, the Refutation of the Pretence 


that it will co-operate with the Spirit of the Po- 


pery Laws, is precluded ; this Pretence however 
to cut off all Subterfuge ſhall be farther examin- 
ed. | 


The whole that has been ſaid to prove that 


this Bill will co-operate with the Spirit of the Po- 
pery Laws, conſiſts of Arguments to prove, that 


the Intereſt of the Papiſt will be more united 


with the Intereſt of the State, and that the State 
will 


/ 


198; 


will alſo havc a Pledge in its Hand for the Pa- 


piſt's good Behaviour : This will be readily ad- 
mitted, and therefore the Particulars need not be 
mentioned; but thoſe who alledge theſe Facts as 
Arguments for the Bill, take for granted, that 


the Papiſts will ſacrifice religious Principle to In- 


tereſt, which is denied, and may be refuted to 
Demonſtration. 


How! cries our zealous and ſagacious Oppo- 
nent, will you pretend that a Religion which you 
ſuppoſe to be falſe, will produce a Conduct ſupe- 
rior to that which reſults from a Religion which 
you believe to be true ! can you perſuade us, that 
a Papiſt will ſteadily act upon Principle what- 
ever Laſs or Diſadvantage he may incur, when we 
know too well that Proteſtants, ſacrifice their 
Principle to Gain and Advantage every Day ! Pa- 
tience one Moment, Sir, and you ſhall be enabled 
to anſwer your Queries yourſelf; that the Pa- 
piſt in Ireland makes his Intereſt ſubſervient 


to his Duty,. and the Proteſtant makes too often 
his Duty ſubſervient to his Intereſt is true; hut 


in the Papiſt this is not the Effect of his being 
a Member of the Church of Rome, but of his 
being a Sectary in a Proteſtant Country. Thoſe 
whe have not the Cauſe of their Religion at 

C2 _ Heart, 
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i Heart, fall of Courſe | into the nominal Pröfeſſion g 
of the Country in which they live: A Papiſt in a 
Popiſh Country may be only nominally ſo, and 
be wholly indifferent about all religious Princi- 
ples and Duties, but no Man in Feland who is 
indifferent about religious Principles and Duties 
is a Papiſt nominally ; the nominal Papiſt i in Ire- 
land is a Papiſt in Fact, he has not the Name 
but the Eſſence of his Religion; and however 
he may err in his Morals, he is always a ſincere | 
Papiſt, as to his Tenets, and by the very Pro- 

feffion of that Religion; he gives a publick, a 
conſtant, and an indubitable Teſt that he will 
ſacrifice Intereſt to what he believes to be his 
Duty by doing ſo already: Dbes he not already 
incur all the Loſs and Diſadvantage of the Po- 
pery Laws; ſo much complained of, for the Sake 
of his Religion, withont any Froſpe& of Bene- 
fir, except that atiſing from the Conſciouſneſs of 
his Integrity ? And Will this Man at once facri- 
fice this Integrity to his Infereft, when an Oppor · 
tunity offers, or when he thinks an Opportunity 
offers of redeeming the Church, of which Ke is' a 
Member, ont of Bondige, and at all Events, 
obtaining for himſelf the fuperlative Merit of 

acking as a Champion in her Cauſe!” 
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Many Queries have alſo been aſked tending, 
to prove that the Papiſt will not gain more by 


this Bill than is intended; and that the Prote- 
ſtant will gain as much, if not more, than the 
Papiſt, both on 2 FREY and a national ac- 
count. 


"oy to the firſt, it may, without Scruple;. be, 


granted, that the Papiſt will gain only what it. 


is intended he ſhould gain, fince it has been ir- 


refragably proved, that what · he is intended to 
gain, is more than is conliſtent with the public 
Security, and. is what ſound: Juriſprudence and 
good Policy muſt concur to deny. him. 


If ſo, it is abſurd to imagine, that the Prote- 
ſtant can be a Gainer upon the Whole: 
* What ſhall it profit a Man, if he gain the 
&* whole World and loſe his own Soul? What 
ſhall i it profit a Proteſtant, or a Proteſtant State, 
if ſome waſte Lands are cultivated, ſome neceſ- 
fitous Perſons aſſiſted with Money, ſome Branch- 
es of Trade improved, while the very Meaſure 
thar procures theſe Advantages tends to ſubvert 
the very Being of the Conftitution, both in 
Church and State, by giving Influence, Power, 

and Populouſneſs to a Sect, which is, and cannot 
5 | but 


(as Y 
but be Enemies to both, and will ſacrifice every 
Private Intereſt to deſtroy both. 


A Community, as a whole, is nothing more 
than an Aggregate of Individuals; it follows 
therefore that the Proſperity of the Individuals, 
in Proportion to the Degree of Proſperity, and 
the Number of the Individuals, is the Proſperity 
of the whole; and that the Poverty, Diftrefs, 
and Diſadvantages of Individuals, in the ſame 
Proportion, is the Poverty, Diſtreſs, and Diſad- 
vantages of the whole: It will therefore rea- 
dily be granted, that the Number of Papiſts in 
freland being to the Number of Proteftants, as at 
leaſt three to one, the Diſadvantages of the Pa- 
piſts, are, in a very great Proportion, Diſadvan- 
tages to the Community; and that the Commu- 
nity would be more flouriſhing than at preſent, 
in the ſame Proportion, if all its Members were 

admitted to equal Advantages. But what then? 

the Inference is, that it would be better for Ire. 
land if all its Inhabitants were Proteſtants, not 

that it would be better for Ireland to treat its Po- 0 

piſh Inhabitants as if they were Proteſtants. | 
The political Principles that are interwoven with 

the very Eſſence of Popery,. make it abſolutely 
| neceſſary, i ina a State where Papiſts ſo much out-. 
num- 


Ta )) 
number Proteſtants, to lay them under Diſad- 
vantages, which render them leſs uſeful, to avoid 
worſe Evils. Popery Laws, and among others, 
that in Queſtion, are not to be judged by their 
Effect upon Society per ſe, but by their Effect 
relative to the Evils which they obviate; they 
do certainly prevent public Proſperity to a cer- 
tain Degree, and ſo does every Tax upon home 
Manufactures, and the Neceſſaries of Life; yet 
while there are hoſtile Powers, who, if we were 
not defended by Fleets and Armies, would put 
an End to our Liberty and Independence ; it 
1s beſt, upon the whole, that theſe Taxes ſhould 
be levied, for the Maintenance of ſuch Armies 
and Fleets; ſo while there are at leaſt three 
Papiſts for every Proteſtant in Ireland, who, if 
not reſtrained by Popery Laws, would totally 


Vvovoerballance the Proteſtant Intereſt, and at length 


wholly ſubvert it, it is beſt upon the whole, 
that theſe Laws ſhould operate in their full 
Force, notwithſtanding they may, in ſome De- 
Bree, fepreſs national Induſtry, and prevent na- 
tional Wealth. It would be as eaſy to ſhow in 
a florid and popular Harangue, how much more 

England would flouriſh without Taxes to pay 

the Intereſt of One Hundred and Forty Millions, 
as how much more Ireland would flouriſh if all 


its 


2 
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its Inhabitants could be admittedto equal natio- 
nal Advantages ; but as it would be abſurd to 
infer in one Caſe, that now the Debt is con- 
tracted, the public Creditors ought not to be 
paid their Intereſt, ſo it is abſurd, in an equal 
Degree, to infer in the other, that two-thirds of 
the Inhabitants of Ireland being by Principle 
Enemies to the Eccleſiaſtical and Political Con- 
ſtitution of the Kingdom, they ſhould notwith- 
ſtanding be intruſted with the ſame Power as x 
they were its Friends. 15 | — 


If it is faid, that the Advocates for this Bill 
do.not contend for the Papiſts having all the 
Power . and Influence that Proteſtants. have, it 
may reaſonably be aſked why not ? They would 
certainly be proportionably more uſeful to the 
State, and the Argument urged againſt the 
Law to be now repealed, may be more forcibly 
urged againſt all the Popery Laws in being: If 
they anſwer, that Papiſts ought not to be truſted 
with the Power which they muſt acquire by be- 
ing enabled to be thus uſeful, they anſwer well; 
and thus we alſo anſwer, their Pretences of Ad- 
vantage from the Law in Queſtion, 

They 
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They may alſo be aſked, whether they are 
of Opinion, that the Popery Laws were expedi- 
ent at the Time they were made; if they ſay 
yes, they will alledge as a Reaſon, that we 

were then in more Danger from the Papiſts | 

than now : But according to the Arguments | C 

| they bring in Favour of the Bill in queſtion, I 

the Popery Laws were for that very Reaſon leſs 

neceſſary, nay were pernicious : They ſay, that 

by paſſing the preſent Bill, and giving them the 

temporary Poſſeſſion of Land, we obtain a 

Pledge for their good Behaviour, and ſecure 

them to the State, by blending their Intereſt 

with it; ſurely then, this Pledge was moſt ne- 

1 ceſſary when their Conduct was moſt doubtful, 

and the Criſis was ſuch, as was moſt likely to 

put it to the Teſt : It was ſurely moſt neceſſa- 
ry to blend their Intereſt with that of the Stat 

when they were moſt likely to be tempted to 

engage againſt it. 


There is indeed in the whole of what is ſaid 
in Favour of the Bill, an Inconſiſtency with 
which Truth and Rectitude are never embar- 
raſſed; its Advocates are very zealous to make 


* Tenants of Lands by Elegit, that the 
D | Go- 
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Government may have a Pledge for their good 
Behaviour, but they are equally. zealous to 
fhew, that they will obtain Poſſeſſion of Lands 
upon no Title or Tenure more ample and du- 
rable; but if our having a Pledge is an Argu- 
ment for their being Tenants by Elegit, which 
is avowed, it is a ſtronger Argument for their 
having abſolute Poſſeſſion which is diſavowed; 
in both Caſes the Power and Influence given to 
the Papiſts, is in exact Proportion to the Advan- 
tages pretended to reſult from them; if it is not 
expedient to give them Power as Ten, to pro- 
duce a Security that is as Ten, it is not expe- 
dient to give them Power as Two, to produce 
a Security that is as Two: This however is a 
mere Argument ad Hominem, for it has been 
proved that giving a Papiſt an Intereſt in the 
State, is no Security at all. 


In Proportion to the Inconveniencies and Diſ- 
advantages reſulting from ſo great a Proportion 
of the Inhabitants of Ireland being Papiſts, it is 
neceſſary to prevent, by all poſſible Means, the 
Growth of Popery : We muſt therefore content 
_ ourſelves with deriving ſuch Advantages to the 
Community, from the Popiſh Part of it, as are 
conſiſtent with a Situation, in which there are 
ſuch 


6 
ſuch Diſcouragements, as will at leaſt prevent 
its Encreaſe. The fewer Perſons there are in a 
Community, whom it is neceſſary to lay under 
Reſtrictions that prevent their general Uſeful- 
neſs, the better. 


That the Hand of Government ſhould not 
ſlacken in reſtraining the Growth of Popery, 
will appear to Demonſtration from a View of the 
Preſent State of that Religion in the Kingdom. 


In the firſt Place it is publickly and univer- 
fally profeſſed and celebrated; its Rites and Ce- 
remonies are kept up throughout the whole 
Country, and certainly a Toleration of that 
Kind ſhould be allowed. The Papiſts are not 
only connected by the general Tie of the Reh- 
gion that acknowledges the Pope for its common 
Father and Head, with the Courts of France and 
Spain, but there is not a Family in the Ifland that 
has not a Relation in the Church, in the Army, or 
in Trade in thoſe Countries; and in order to 
qualify the Children for foreign Service, they 
are all taught Latin in Schools kept in poor 
_ Huts, in many Places in the Southern Partggf 
the Kingdom. They have ſuch Influence over 
their own People, that when Papiſt Tenants, at 
gn Plea- 


ſhould be offered to thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
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Pleaſure to Proteſtant Gentlemen, have been 
threatened with being turned out of their Lands 
for combining with others to diſtreſs the Mini- 
ſters of the Eſtabliſned Church: They have 
replied, that it was better to be turned out of 
their Lands than to have their Throats cut; 
which would be the Caſe if they rnd: to con- 
cur with others. 


| The 1 of Papiſts is alſo greater than 


it was in the Rebellion in 168 1, except only 
among the Nobility and Gentlemen of large 


landed Property; that the Number among theſe 
is gradually decreaſed, may in many Caſes be 
owing toConviction, but it may ſometimes happen, 


that it is owing to the many diſadvantages they 


labour under as Papiſts, being greater than the 
Diſadvantages of the middling and lower Claſſes; 


for as Zeal for Religion is no more heredi- 


tary than Wit or Underſtanding, when a Fs- 
ther who had his Religion at Heart, was ſuc- 
ceeded by a Son who was indifferent about 
it, ſuch Son immediately ſecured to himſelf 
the Advantages annexed ta Members of the 
aſtabliſned Church; this ſurely is an Ar- 
gument, that if poſſible the ſame Advantage 


of 


Twi 


of hex, as to thoſe who are poſtelt of 
Land ; not becauſe the preſent Papiſts -would 
perhaps ſacrifice their Duty to their Intereſt, but 
becauſe their Deſcendants may not think Popery 
equally their Duty, and they will then be 
inclined to relinquiſh it in proportion to the 
Advantages they ſhall ſecure by the Change. 
The Bill propoſed on the Contrary will make 
theſe Advantages ſtill leſs, by giving them 
as Papiſts Part of the Benefits which other- 
wiſe they could only — by being Papiſts | 
yo longer, _ 


Add to this, that while the popiſh Prieſts 
are maintained in a State which gives them 
a proper Influence over their People, and are 
indefatigable in performing the Duties of their 
Functions, confirming the Doubtful, and even 
making Converts of Unbelievers; the eſtab- 
| liſhed Church are ſhamefully neglected by 
their Clergy, who conſider nothing but how 
to make the moſt Money of their Benefices, 
leaving their Income to be collected by Tythe- 
Mongers, who grind the Faces of the Poor by 
every Species of Oppreſſion, and ſend the 
Money away to the Rectors, who inſtead of 
applying any Part of it to Acts of Charity 
and 


( 30 ) 
and Hoſpitality, do not ſo much as lay it oùt 
among thoſe from whom it is collected. It 
will indeed appear, that if the Pariſh Prieſts 


of Ireland did their Duty to the utmoſt, the 


eſtabliſhed Religion could not be ſupported 
againſt the Zeal, Diligence and Activity of 
the Sectaries of various Denominations. 


There are in Ireland, 2 300 Parifhes, yet the 
Benefices are no more than 800, and this 
Number by incorporating two Beneſices into 
one is reduced to 600, ſo that almoſt three 


Pariſhes in four are without Miniſters by the 


very eecleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment of the Country; 


but more than half of the 600 Miniſters al- 


lotted to 2 300 Pariſhes are non-reſident, and it 
ſometimes happens that all that are non-reſident, 
do not even employ a Curate to ſupply their 
Place, ſo that it is reported, that there are not 
more than 550 officiating Clergy of the Church 
of England in the whole Kingdom, and the 
greater Part of theſe are poor miſerable Cu- 
rates, whoſe whole Income at the moſt is but 
forty Pounds a Year, and who have neither 
Leiſure, Means nor Ability to diſcharge their 
parochial Duties; nor indeed have they the 
leaſt Encouragement ; for if they were the beſt 


Pariſh 
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Pariſh Miniſters that ever lived, a- Relation or 
a Dependent to a Biſhop, or a great: Man, would 
be preferr'd.to them ; they are therefore often 
oblig' d to have Recourſe to farming for a Sub- 
ſiſtence, ſo that both their Perſons and their 
Office are brought into the loweſt Contempt, 
and it is extremely common for Perſons of the 
. eſtabliſhed Church to join with the Papiſts 
and Presbyterians in clamorous, violent and tu- 
multuous Oppoſitions againſt thoſe who exact 
what are called Church Dues, for the Uſe of 
thoſe by whom no Church Duties are per- 
formed, How far this might have Influenced 
the late Riſings in the North, the Author of this 
Paper cannot pretend to ſay, as he was during 
the whole Time of thoſe Inſurrections in England. 


Is tkis then a Time to ſuſpend any of the 
Laws, which by the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors 
have been enacted to prevent the Growth of 
Popery ? Is this a Tink. to execute a Project 
for making Proteſtants Debtors to Papiſts in 
One fifth of all the Specie in. the Kingdom, 
and to put them eventually into Poſſeſſion of 
Lands, which though not irredeemable will yet 
never be redeemed ! Is this a Time to fill Barms 
with Papiſts Tenants under Papiſt Landtords? 
To turn adrift the Proteſtant Huſbandemam 


and 
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and nn the Proteſtant Magiſtrate | ! "ON : 
notwithſtanding the Laws now in Being, is ſtill 
growing, and inſtead of ſuſpending any Law to 
prevent ſuch Growth, it is manifeſt that other 
Regulations are neceſlary, particularly with reſ- 
pect to the Church, its Duties and Revenues, 
for at preſent they are ſo managed as equally 
to excite the Contempt and Indignation of thoſe 
who have the moſt zealous Affection and pro- 
foundeſt Reverence both for its Doctrine and 
Diſcipline in their original Purity and Sicaplictys* 5 
10 8858 and good Order. 


As the Queſtion has here been diſculfed 
upon fundamental Principles of Juriſprudence 
and Policy, and upon a large and compre- 

henſive View of its radical Tendency and 
Conſequences, it will not be expected that a 
minute Attention ſhould be paid to thoſe. who 
have frittered it into Scraps, and aſſumed Pro- 
poſitions, which if granted, would conclude 
nothing in Favour of their Cauſe. He that 
is buſy in minutely tracking the Motions of 
an Emmet that crawls from Atom to Atom 


upon the Declivity of a Mountain, will never be 


able to comprehend either its Figure or its 
Magnitude, nor can this Queſtion be either 
elucidated or determined by a Refutation of 
what 
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what. would fignify, nothing if it was' true, or 
a Cenſure of what i Is manifeſtly falſe. 


We have been told that Papiſts 13 Fs | 
Sums in Hand which they will not lend, becauſe 
they are not enabled to take Security; and yet 
that theſe Papiſts have lent ſuch Sums already, 
to an Amount which will ruin the Proteſtants if 
they call them in. | 


We have deen told alſo, that they will in- 
ſtantly call ſuch Sums in, if their Bill miſcar- 
ries: We are to conclude therefore that the Con- 
tinuance of the very Circumſtances, under 
which they lent their Money, will induce 
them all on a ſudden to call it in, now it is 
lent. 1 us 21 aal 5 | | 


* . 


We are allo wld, that a Papiſt who is getting 
Money in Trade, will ceaſe to get Money any. 
longer, becauſe he will not know what to do 
with It t when it is gotten. 
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That England would find no Reſources to 
quell a Rebellion 1 in Ireland, if ed Rebels | 


ow ne, to forfeit. = py 


they would be admitted: 116 15 is an Enemy to, 
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ty as a Soldier againff ine Fee ere : 
ther his Religion nor Politics are concerned in 


r 


the ue, he will do, his Duty as I} e when 
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both are at Stake againſt _ pI. 
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Iby ect Fhiugs dk ann 
have been told, forte ſtrangt, Becaüfe they he 
abſurd, others, becauſe they are ſelficvident; for” 
we are ſcarce leſs ſurprized to be told gravely, 
that two. and t two are four, than that ti two and 
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two are five... | | 
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leſs by his Rene volence to Fapiſts than to! Pros 
teſtants, | conſiderivig thettr ab. Men, Countty- 
men, and Fellow- ſubjects; he is an Enemy bft 


ly to thoſe Principles which neceſſarily ſeclude 


them "from Benefits to which, without them m. 


the Encreale of their Power, not leſs for their 
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own Sake than for the Sake of thoſe who would 
firſt ſuffer, by its Abuſe, ; for, whatever Calamity 
Papiſts may; bring upon this Country, by,.a 


1 to ſubvert its Confiitation,, theyyvould 
inevitably be at length involved in themſelves, 
to the Extirpation not only of their Principles, 


but 


( 35) 
but to the Loſs even of Life and Fortune, 


which will ever be held ſacred, except they 
make their own Deſtruction neceſſary by the 


| firſt and greateſt of all Laws and Duties, Self- 
Defence. 


THE END. 
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